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ARCO Aluminum
ARCO tbatals Compatty tniernal Convspongents RECEIVED
. A, T. BOULTING
Date: ey 8, 1988 [EVEE Y
Sabject: Environmental Issues at Columbia Falls
FULE oo
FromiLoction S. K, Das
TolLosrtion: M. T. Boultinghonse

REFERENCE: Letter by D. L. Stieghan to Bredford/Kaufmenn/

Hingin/Sneddon - Dated December 31, 1884
Subject: Due Diligence Review Report -
Cohumbia Falls Operations

Based upon my discussions with Bob Speddon and Jack Goldman (an
environmental expert at The Aluminum Association), here are my comments od
the captoned letter.
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Regulatory Activities - There have been no safety or environmental
diatkns af the laciity since September 1981,

Workers Compensation - There are no issues since the faciity is
sell-msured. A review of current open clalms does not reveal any
trende for increased claims due to occupational diseases. There is no
reagson to expect & sharp rise in clsms for alleged occupational
{njury end illmess.

Fire Protection - There are po issues.

Workplace Safety and Health - There are no issues.

Hazard Commumications - There are mno issues,

Toxics - There have been no complaints about the past sales of used
ols ooncerning PCB contamination., All recent il shipments have been
analyzed for PCB and thelr concentrates are well within EPA
guidelnes. This is not an issue at this time.

Medical - The plant under Arco owrnership hed a nuree and physican
asdstant during the day and EMT the other times. Now the plant has
only EMT - trained security guards. Nevertheless, this Is mot s
issue at this time.

Emissions mmd Efffuents - There are no issues.
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Wastes

() Arrcom Ofl - no {ssoe.

(b} Jerry's Waste Oil Service - no issue.

(¢) Enviro-Safe Service - no issue,

(4) Ensco, Inc, = no issue,

{e) Beaver Wood Products - no issue.

() Non-Hazardous Waste Landfills - no issue,

Spent Cathode Landfills - Spent cathode waste was listed as hazardous
wegte wever, it has been de-listed as hazardous waste
since 1981, Based upon on-guing discussions between EPA and The
Aluminum Association, representing the domestic alucdnum companies
gince October 1985, it is possible thet spent cathode could agein be
relisted as hazardous waste in October 1986, If relisting does occur,
then aluminum companies will hsve one year to comply with EPA
approved waste management for "new" spent cathode material, The
most likely treatment of "old" spent cathode material i{s the

"grandfather clause” as long =as the "old" wmaterial is not
contaminating the ground well water.

The regular sampling of well water from the 2 closed landfills
containing spent cethode @t Columbia Falls indicste no eanvironmental
problems. Hence, they are likely to be granted the "grandfather
clause" a8 long a8 continued water sampling results are normal.

The curreotly operating spent cathode landfill was constructed in
"late 1880" snd used accordingly with then effective EPA land disposal
standards, The site has been routinely monitored with no
environmentsl problems. Bob Sneddon made a survey of the spent
cathode landfill gite on September 17, 1985 and found the ste in good
condition.

In summary, the closed and existing spent cathode landfill sites at
Columbia Falls are io good shepe as long as we continue to monitor the
underground water wells for any potential problems.

(11) Calcium Fluoride Sludge Pond - There are no issues.

Sudoal,

8. K. Das
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